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Booming Economy 发展故事that’s
HUZHOU

Finishing the busy springtime harvest of bamboo 
and tea leaves, people in Changxing can take a 
break and wait to enjoy the summer cornucopia 
of melons and berries. Nearing the end of their 
summer feast, farmers living on the lakeshores 
brace up for the tiring fishing season of the 
year and get ready for the winter break. The 
tables of Changxing people are festooned with 
a cornucopia of fruit and freshwater delicacies 
throughout the year.

Changxing has nurtured a galaxy of 
cultural notables and political dignitaries 
– emperors, generals, poets, writers, 
world champions and masters in the 
academic circle of China. It is a place 
that is never afraid of showing its true 
colors. Changxing people are sincere 
and confident, always embracing new 
trends and new ideas. Many Changxing’s 
‘traveling sons’ have come back to this 
blessed land of scenic beauty and cultural 
riches and do not want to leave again. 
Changxing is by no means a Jiangnan 
cliché, but a paragon of the restrained 
potency and grandeur of the Jiangnan 
people. For those who have uprooted 
themselves and may not come back, this 
land of promise remains the spiritual 
home forever.
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The park also strives to serve as 
a platform that showcases the 
cultural riches of Changxing. Here 
visitors can taste the county’s 
fine tea culture that dates back 
more than a thousand years ago 
and enjoy authentic Jiangnan 
‘sizhu’ folk music presented 
by local musicians. During the 
Duanwu Festival, visitors can 
feast the eye in the dragon-
boat extravaganza performed 
by the locals and marvel at the 
uniquely exquisite ‘Jiangnan’ 
beauty rarely seen in other 
dragon-boat cultures in China. 
The park offers various water 
sports activities such as lotus 
sightseeing, kayaking and ‘water 
labyrinth’, throughout summer. 
The park’s unique scarecrow 
carnival in autumn is ideal for 
family outings. Construction of 
various other facilities designed 
to promote the unique farming 
and wetland culture is underway 
in the park. The goal is to serve 
as a provincial-level science 
popularization base.

With farsighted development vision and a solid infrastructural foundation, ‘Tuying’ now ranks among 
China’s ‘4A’ tourist sites. With the Taihu Lake Longemont Paradise joining the resort project, the brand’s 
reputation has been growing fast in the past two years. With a total capital investment topping 20 
billion yuan, the sprawling complex will host as many as 27,000 hotel rooms and about 20,000 parking 
spaces, and have a seating capacity of 66,800, which is four times that of the scale of the Disneyland 
Resort in Shanghai. The project ranked among China’s ‘best tourism projects’ in 2016 and receives key 
support from the provincial government.

Taihu Lake Longemont Paradise

The investor of the project is Shanghai Summit 
Group, a Shanghai-based company managed 
by Tong Jinquan, a low-profile entreprenurial 
mogul who started from scrach and ranked 21st 
in the Forbes China Rich List. After securing the 
position of the brand in the hotel and shopping 
mall industry, Tong branched out into tourism 
in his 60s. It took his team only half a year to 
work out the developmental plan for a ‘Big Mac’ 
tourist destination that includes everything from 
first-class hotels, a safari park, and a theater 
to a Chinese bonsei garden, a wetland park, a 
conference and exhibition center and a circus 
ring. Construction started in April of 2016.
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With a total capital asset of 150 
million yuan and employing 
270 people, the company ranks 
among China’s top 40 filament 

yarn manufacturers and is one of the outstanding 
high-tech innovators in Zhejiang. It is known for 
its high quality chemical fiber products ranging 
from curtain and sofa fabrics to imitation hemp 
engineering cloth, decorative fabrics for special 
purposes, and high-tech variations such as 
positive ion fabrics and composite filaments. 
The company’s first-class equipments ensure an 
annual productivity of 18,000,000. It also has self-
support import and export rights.

Founded in 2003 as a trade agent with a small 
team, the company switched its focus to textile in 
2006. In a town that has its textile tradition dating 
back three decades ago, Xintao was a newcomer 
that caught the eye of the local government. In 
its incipient years of development, the company 
received ample support from the government 
that greatly reduced manufacturing and 
marketing cost.

Xintao
Textile 
Technology

The first three years after the company’s 
transformation from a trade agent to a 
manufacturer saw Xintao rise in the black-
out curtain fabric sector of the bustling home 
textile scene of Jiapu Town. Three years later, the 
company branched out into decorative fabric 
manufacturing. It has been going boldly in 
market expanding and upgrading since April of 
2016, as proved by its influence in Haining and 
Keqiao. Over the years, the reputation of Xintao 
built up and culminated into the launch of a new 
trademark (‘Leifa’) in Brazil. The company’s R&D 
capability has completed its cocoon break to 
reach a ‘tailor-made’ level that appeals to a high-
end clientele, as reflected by the huge success of 
two products launched in 2016.

“The textile industry of Jiapu has its own problems 
to tackle, one of which is the long-time use of 
hydraulic looms that cause water pollution,” the 
General Manager of the company admits. “Water 
pollution is the number one pressing issue that 
faces the industry,” explains the GM. Government 
endeavors of sewage treatment started with the 
dying and printing enterprises in 2004. The county 
invested more than one billion yuan in equipment 
upgrading, importing a total of 678 equipments 
from Germany. Waste water recycling has been 
realized in the company’s old factories. The use 
of expensive air-jet looms has brought water 
pollution to a minimal level and realized water 

Huzhou Narnia Textile is recognized by Ministry 
of Industry and Information Technology of PRC 
for the piloting of integrating IT application with 
industrialization, and is a processing enterprise for 
such internationally renowned brands as H&M, 
TARGET and ADIDAS. Other reformers in the 
town’s textile industry include Laimei Technology 
and Weida Textile. Weida Textile, Narnia Textile 
and Laimei Technology are in the ‘new three 
board’ legion.

After going through three decades of ups and 
downs, the textile industry of Changxing has 
proved its unfailing power and potentials, and still 
has a long way to go.

We  r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  m a r k e t 
quickly and accurately,  and 
have been concentrat ing on 
innovation not only in product 
design but also in marketing; 
and the key to making progress 
is high-tech.” says the GM. 

“

conservation and a higher quality of products in 
the company’s new factories. 

“We are also facing rising production cost and 
fierce competition in the export market, and have 
to break up with the old mode,” says the GM. “We 
respond to the market quickly and accurately, and 
have been concentrating on innovation not only 
in product design but also in marketing; and the 
key to making progress is high-tech.” Xintao Textile 
Technology serves as a wonderful example of how 
technology innovation adds to the competitive 
power of a textile company. Recent years saw a 
powerful wave of managerial and technological 
‘revolution’ on the textile stage of Changxing, with 
the accomplishments of several industrial leaders 
recognized by international authorities. The 
county’s textile trailblazers have branched out into 
such cutting-edge fields as anti-infrared tent cloth 
manufacturing for military use. 
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Changxing’s Ancient World of Golden Spike

To geoscientists, rocks in some parts of the world 
clearly tell the changes the earth has undergone 
over millions of years. These rocks have become 
the yardstick in geoscientists' further studies of 
the earth. Take for example the 40-meter thick 
limestone sequences in Changxing, the rocks 
there offer clues about the biotic changes that 
led to the greatest mass extinction in history. 
 Many studies conclude that more than 90 
percent of marine organisms and 70 percent of 
animals and plants on land were wiped out in 
what the scientists term the late Permian period, 
the last period of the Paleozoic Era, more than 
200 million years ago. Geoscientists disagree on 
the cause of the catastrophe, but research of the 
Changxing rocks suggests that the extinction 
"occurred rather suddenly, all at once". As a result, 

the Changxing rocks have attracted geoscientists 
from around the world, becoming a key site for 
the study of geology and the process of bio-
evolution. 

The rocks of Meishan, or Coal Hills, contain a 
great deal of biological fossils featuring the late 
stage of the Permian Period, the final period of 
Paleozoic Era, with the discovery of 20 previously 
unknown species. US geoscientist Amadeus 
William Grabau (1870-1946) named limestone 
typical to the latest chronostratigraphical unit 
of Permian after Changxing in 1931. Changxing 
Limestone, also known as the Changxingian 
stage, became a special term in stratigraphy to 
mark the last stage of the Permian Period. 

Since the 1980s, more intensive work conducted 
by Chinese and foreign geoscientists has 
been done in various sections of the Meishan 
Formation, which led to more discoveries that 
convinced the International Union of Geological 
Sciences (IUGS) in 2000 to designate Section D of 
the Meishan Formation as the Global Stratotype 
Section and Point (GSSP) dividing the Permian and 
Triassic periods, the first period of the Mesozoic 
Era, more than 250 million years ago. 

That is an important boundary on the geological 
timescale, while GSSP, known as "golden spike," 
enables global geoscientists to communicate on 
the same standard.  

The Changxing site is unusual because it not 
only defines the upper boundary of the Permian 
Period, which indicated the beginning of the 
Mesozoic Era, but it is also the lower boundary of 
the Changxingian Stage. 

The area some 100 meters from the first GSSP 
at Meishan is also recognized as a "golden 
spike’, which means Changxing County "has two 
points" on the geological clock. Among the over 
50 "golden spikes" the IUGS has so far ratified, 
Changxing, as the most intensively studied, is the 
only site that has two standard boundaries. 

Only the most-studied sections can rank among 
the "candidates." And there has been intense 
international competition for these "golden 
spikes," which provide a co-ordinated time frame 
for the study of geology and the process of bio-
evolution. Competition is intense to secure the 50 
"golden spikes" that have yet to be determined. 

As a late-comer to the competition, China has 
secured six "golden spikes" since 1997, when a 
stratotype at Huangnitang in Changshan County, 
Zhejiang, was ratified as the GSSP defining the 
Darriwillian Age of the Middle Ordovician Epoch 
461 million years ago.

Changxing claims the country's largest forest 
of gingko trees known as a "living plant fossil" 
and is home to Chinese alligators, another rare 
survivor of the late Paleozoic Era. But what has 
made Changxing world famous is the limestone 
section of the Meishan hills that provides better 
understanding of the changes of Paleozoic climate 
and the evolution of life and the earth. Now 
preserved by the local government as a geopark, 
the Meishan Formation has won acclamation from 
international geoscientists and serves as a world-
class site for geological education. The Geopark 
also hosts Li Siguang Detachment Science 
Education Base and a teaching and research base 
operated by China University of Geosciences. With 
the park’s high-tech facilities that include a 4D 
Cinema, visitors can time travel back to the world 
250 million years ago to peek into the ultimate 
mystery of human history and the earth.
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Media Bin：
Culture Newsletters 文化资讯（1-3 月）

 ( Jan-Mar,2017 )

Cultural Briefs

‘ Chinese Zodiac in Historic Relics ’

’Chinese Zodiac in Historic Relics’, opened at 
the Huzhou Museum on January 16, brought 
the Huzhou audience a select collection 
of cultural objects from the Guangzhou 
Museum that display immense cultural 
implications and interesting stories behind 
the zodiac signs.

Huzhou Art Museum 
opened its door on 
January 24, 2017. 

A series of folk opera activities held in 
celebration of the Lantern Festival.

 January 16

 January 24

February 11

‘ Huzhou Memories ’

 March 16 - April 1

A solo exhibition by photographer Wang 
Lu, titled “Huzhou Memories”, were held 
at the Huzhou Cultural Hall from March 
16 to April 1, 2017. 

'Beauty of Feathers'- Avian Sciences and Art 
Exhibition by Zhejiang Nature Museum, opened 
door to visitors at Huzhou Museum on March 17, 
2017. 

March 28 saw the success of the premier 
of Complete Work by Zhao Mengfu, 
China’s first complete summary of the 
calligraphy and painting master, at the 
Huzhou Museum.

A watercolor works exhibition by students from 
a public service training course.

 March 17 

——王璐摄影展

“祥和吉年——文物上的十二生肖”展览在
湖州博物馆拉开帷幕。

湖州博物馆举办《飞羽之美——浙江自然博物馆
藏鸟类科学艺术展》。

湖州美术馆挂牌成立。

“古戏台戏曲喜闹春”等一系列活动庆
祝元宵佳节。

 March 28

“坦生活”公益培训班——水彩班学员作业展。

《赵孟頫书画全集》在湖州博物馆举行首发式。
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Changxing has long 
been regarded by 
Shanghainese as the 
‘backyard’ of Shanghai 

for its scenic beauty. Culinarily 
speaking, Changxing also has 
more than what it takes to 
impress the ‘picky’ gourmets 
from Shanghai. In addition to 
signature freshwater delicacies 
such as the Taihu Lake silverfish, 
white prawn and Taihu Lake crab, 
foodies can also glut themselves 
at the county’s bustling B&B 
places where the locals vie with 
each other in the kitchen to win 
patronage of tourists with the 
freshest produce rarely seen by 
city dwellers.
 
It is a commonplace in Chinese 
culinary tradition to serve 
cooked noodles with soy sauce 
and spices. Variations of the 

recipe are represented by Dan 
Dan Noodles, a noodle dish 
originating from Chinese Sichuan 
cuisine and Hot Dry Noodles, a 
traditional dish of Wuhan, the 
capital of the Hubei province in 
central China, with its Changxing 
version “Gan tiao mian” taking 
the form of a typical breakfast 
food.

Changxing “Gan tiao mian”, as 
its name suggests, is less soupy 
than its various counterparts. In 
fact, an authentic “Gan tiao mian” 
should be extremely dry, spiced 
up with a restrained portion of 
oil. The right way to enjoy this 
delicacy is to make sure that the 
oil sauce and the cooked noodles 
mix thoroughly.

“Gan tiao mian” was one of the 
most popular and commonest 

A Bit of Changxing：
The Noodle Nostalgia & Zisun Tea 

Just like many other 
things, “Gan tiao mian” 
is sanctified as “the 
flavor of Changxing” 
and becomes 
the emotional 
sustenance of the 
collective memory of 
Changxing’s traveling 
sons and daughters.

‘Gan tiao mian’ 

breakfast items among Changxing people 
throughout the 1980s and 1990s. At a time when 
people were too busy thinking about getting 
rich in the raging wave of open-up and reform of 
China to feel nostalgic, breakfast was nothing but 
a daily routine. Today, more and more people have 
started to look back and nostalgia has become 
a fad. Just like many other things, “Gan tiao 
mian” is sanctified as “the flavor of Changxing” 
and becomes the emotional sustenance of the 
collective memory of Changxing’s traveling sons 
and daughters.

It does not take a cook to try the recipe that 
uses the noodles that can be found in any food 
market or noodle shop. Firstly, scald the prepared 
noodles in boiled water and put in some cold 
water when the noodles disperse. Boil the mixture 

for a while and get the condiments (lard oil, soy 
sauce, light soy sauce, chopped shallots, ground 
pepper) ready in a bowl. Take out the noodles 
and drain off, and mix the cooked noodles with 
the condiments, and the noodles are ready to eat. 
The finished hot dry noodles are firm and chewy, 
golden and oily, savory and fresh.

Almost all stalls and breakfast places in Changxing 
have the inexpensive “Gan tiao mian” on the 
menu, although they have their own variations 
in seasoning, thus creating signature tastes for 
individual stands or localities. The prices range 
from three yuan to five yuan, exclusive of extras 
the diner may feel the need to add to the delicacy.





Life & Style 风尚生活

that’s HUZHOU42 that’s HUZHOU 43

that’s
HUZHOU

仙山湖的一天

A beautiful day at Xianshan Lake Looking for a summer resort at 
your doorway? Xianshan Lake 
is more than good value for 
money.We came across the 

fairyland in late autumn last year. 
Westward from Changxing County 
in Huzhou, we pulled up the car for 
a little exploration of the nature. 
We spent the night at the lakeside 
log cabin and woke up the next 
morning in the lovely chirming of 
waterfowls. The view of the lake and 
lush mountains outside the window 
was beyond description. 

When we were there again this 
year, the view was as engaging as 
before and the crisp air was the 
same as we were here last year. The 
only difference was we were here to 
escape the mid-summer heat this 
time. We fell asleep in the chirping 
of insects and woke up in the cocks’ 
crow, with dark green mountains 
and gorgeous fields in the far 
distance presenting themselves like 
a landscape scroll opening slowly 
in front of us. When the sky cleared 
up a little we saw fishermen starting 
their day on the lake. The air was 
filled with lotus fragrance. After a 
leisurely breakfast at the cabin, we 
set off to explore the wetlands. 

The tour guide on the boat is 
reliable for a deeper understanding 
of the culture behind the scenic 
beauty of Xianshan Lake. There are 
numerous legends and stories about 
the hill that looks a little like the Fuji 
Mountain in Japan. One of the most 
intriguing is the story about the 
Earth Treasure Bodhisattva. Legend 
has it that when he was the prince 
of Silla he chose Xianshan Lake as 
his first stop on his missionary tour 
in China. The locals believe today’s 
Xianshan Lake is the ‘ancestral 
temple’ of the Earth Treasure 
Bodhisattva of Mount Jiuhua (one 
of the four sacred mountains of 
Chinese Buddhism).

Xianshan Lake Scenic AreaRecreational Business District ：
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Kalmar, 
  Sweden

Our Friends 
长兴友城——

瑞典卡尔马省

Situated by the Baltic 
Sea and overlooking 
Gotland Province, 
Kalmar is a city in the 
southeast of Sweden, 
Sweden's largest 
island across the 
sea and neighbors 
Kronoberg, Jonkoping, 
Östergötland and 
Blekinge län. 

It had about 34,000 inhabitants and is the 
seat of Kalmar Municipality. It is also the 
capital of Kalmar County, which comprises 
12 municipalities. Major cities are Vastervik, 

Oskarshamn, Nybro, Bimmerby, Monsteras, 
Hultsfred and Emmaboda.

From the thirteenth to the seventeenth centuries, 
Kalmar was one of Sweden's most important 
cities, valued as ’the gateway to Sweden‘ for 
its geographic location in the Baltic area. It 
enjoys convenient access to the northern parts 
of Sweden, Denmark, Germany and Poland. Its 
geographic position remains the city’s most 
valuable assets today. The solid foundation of the 
trade and shipping industry of Kalmar was laid 
about 1,000 years ago. Only about 20 years ago, 
Kalmar was a marginalized place in the modern 
European map. With four Baltic countries joining 
the European Union in 2004, Kalmar made its 
powerful comeback as a trade fortress. 

People in Kalmar enjoy a high quality, modern 
educational system that ensures the best children-
care facilities and compulsory education for all. 
University of Kalmar, first-class vocational colleges, 
music and art schools provide first-class higher 
education and vocational training.

The industrial scene of Kalmar has long been 
based on its rich iron and aluminum mine 
resources, now drawing force from as many as 
25,000 enterprises specializing in agriculture, 
forestry, wholesale and retail trade, manufacturing 
and construction industry. Most of these 
enterprises fall into the SME (medium-sized and 
small enterprises) category. Recent years saw 
the rise of Kalmar as a new leader in high-tech 
innovation, electronic and IT sciences. Kalmar 
has also shown its enormous potentials in car 
manufacturing, wind power technology, design, 
music and tourism.

Changxing County and Kalmar Province secured friendship relation in June of 2004, with an agency 
representing the Changxing government set up in Kalmar at the end of that year. From 2005 to 2009, 
the then deputy director of Changxing Foreign Affairs Office Wang Jue was in charge of the office 
routines in Kalmar. The operation of the Yangtze River Delta and Baltic Region Cooperation and 
Development Forum, jointly organized by Changxing and Kalmar, contributed to the intensification 
of the trade communication between Changxing and Kalmar. The period from 2005 to 2010 saw the 
success of six forums covering trade, education, technology and labor service. The Shanghai Office 
launched by Sweden government in August of 2012 is also an active player in a new round of cultural 
and economic exchange between Changxing and Kalmar.









Jinsha Spring , 
Guzhu Hill
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